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DIY Rain Garden 
What are rain gardens?  
A rain garden is a garden specifically 
designed to collect, filter, and absorb 
stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces 
such as roofs, driveways, and parking lots.   
 
Why should I have a rain garden? 
Rain gardens can be customized with a 
variety of decorative grasses and drought-
resistant plants to match your taste and 
existing lawn.  Using drought-resistant 
plants can help save water that would be 
used to irrigate traditional lawns.  They also 
provide valuable habitat for birds, 
pollinators, and other beneficial wildlife.   
 
How do rain gardens impact stormwater? 
During a downpour at a typical house, 
stormwater washes across lawns treated with 
pesticides and fertilizers, into oil and dirt 
covered streets before washing all that 
pollution into a stream, river, or bay. Rain 
gardens divert stormwater into an attractive 
planting bed that filters and ponds water 
allowing it to percolate slowly into the 
surrounding soil.  
 
What about mosquitoes? 
Mosquito larvae require 7-10 days of 
standing water in order to mature into 
adults.  Rain gardens are designed to 
infiltrate water within 24 hours and 
therefore will not support mosquitoes.   
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For local information, contact your city or 
county stormwater coordinator.   

For more information about the stormwater 
regulatory program, contact the Oklahoma 

Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) 
Water Quality Division at (405) 702-8100, or 

visit the ODEQ website at: 
 http://www.deq.state.ok.us/WQDnew/

stormwater/ 



treme drought.  Pruning and trimming will vary 
with the plants you choose and your aesthetic 
preference.  Native rain gardens, once estab-
lished, will generally crowd out weeds and re-
quire very little maintenance other than period-
ically replenishing mulch.   
 
Helpful Links 
*http://lid.okstate.edu/oklahoma-rain-garden-

plant-guides 

*http://lid.okstate.edu/bioretention-cells-and-

rain-gardens 

*http://www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com/nati

ve-landscaping-xeriscaping 

*https://www.ok.gov/conservation/documents

/Blue%20Thumb%20Rain%20Garden%20Gu

ide%2001%2013.pdf 

How to build your own rain garden 

Plan Your Garden 
First, choose a spot for your rain garden at 
least 10 feet away from your foundation with 
good drainage.  Perform a simple percolation 
test by digging a 6”x6” hole and filling it with 
water.  If it takes more than 24 hours to drain, 
the site is not suitable for a rain garden.  Use 
string, stakes, or spray paint to outline the 
desired shape of your garden.  While a typical 
rain garden is between 4-8 inches deep, you 
may need to dig deeper if you wish to amend 
the existing soil or to accommodate larger vol-
umes of stormwater runoff.  Before digging, 
call Okie-811 or start a web ticket on their 
website: www.okie811.org/homeowners/.   
 
Choose Your Plants 
A wide variety of plants can be used in rain 
gardens; however, plants must be able to sur-
vive short periods of standing water.  Typical-
ly, drought-resistant plants are selected to re-
duce the amount of irrigation, fertilizer, and 
pesticides required.   
 
Clear the Soil  
Remove any existing vegetation in your garden 
and dig to the desired depth.  Excavated soil 
can be used to build a berm along the edge of 
the garden opposite the side where water will 
be entering.  The berm will cause a ponding 
effect allowing more water to infiltrate.   Be 
sure the berm is firmly packed and well stabi-
lized to avoid erosion.   

Plant Your Garden 
It is best to start your garden with plants that have 
well established roots.  Seeds may have difficulty 
establishing, and the garden may be prone to weeds 
as a result.  You may also use cardboard, newspa-
per, or gardening cloth and staples to create a weed 
barrier. Set your plants, in their containers, in your 
garden and determine your final desired layout.  
After planting, cover the surrounding root area and 
exposed weed barrier with your personal choice of 
wood chips, stone, rock, etc.  Try to avoid mulch 
made from pine or other light woods as these are 
prone to floating and may be washed out of your 
rain garden.   
 
Maintain Your Garden 
You may need to periodically water your garden 
while it gets established and during periods of ex-
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